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‘In oor ‘course towards the M. Harbinger, we have been, if 
not entirely at least materially, controlled by the course which 
that paper has been pleased to pursue towards us. It has now, 
decided upon silence for the future touching our personal diffi- 
culties; well, be it so: in things personat and in the things ree 
‘lating to “Our Name,” it has gone before us; it has led, we 
have followed, and being for peace we now, as formerly, feel - 
perfectly willing to follow rather than to. lead. The question | 
of our personal differences may, therefore, be considered as 
dismissed from our.pages. 


~ That of our name we dispose of as follows: It» is nota per- 
sonal but public matter which now interests the consciences 


of many oi ‘the most judicious, enlightened and upright among | 
the brethren These pious persons believing that the words. 
disciple, brethren, children, sons, believers, citizen, elect, 


“heirs, saved, justified, sanctified, redeemed, &e., are used in 


the voime of inspiration as descriptive ob particular relations, 
do themselves accordingly employ them constantly in that. 
sense; aid the idea of excluding the use of them In our reli- 


-gion has never,once entered their. minds. 


But they also bel eve that while the Bible has facaialied us 


-with these and many others both iiteral and figurative in their 


use, and descriptive of particular relations, it bas also supplied 


us with a word for **Our Name,” descriptive of universal 
relation to Christ in religion, whether as his justified, sanctifi- 
ed, saved and redeemed ones, or as his brethren, disciples, 


heirs, sons, children, citizens or friends. This name. is 
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<¢Christian’—a name most natural, and most dear to all their | 


hearts because derived from the name of their great Master, 
the Christ, and wern in the miast of the most horrid cruel: ies 


.by his saints of-old, the apostles, evangelists and first minis- 


ters of our. religion, who suffered, bled and died underit. A 
name most sacred. to their consciences because the subject of 


promise by the holy Prophets, Isaiah |xv. 15, most wisely 


given to the disciples first at- Antioch, Act xi. 26, and after- 

wards recognized by the holy apostle Peter as the name of 

God’s house and family, Knowing, thergiare, that words 
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which stand for particular relations, either in a family or a 


community, as father, mother, sister, brother, son, daughter, 


friend, neighbor, citizen, subject, &c., do by no means inter- 


fere with or destroy the use of proper names or patronymics, 


and that: neither do proper names and patronymics destroy 


the use of these particular appellatives, these persons do by 


right of all these considerations claim the name ‘‘Christian?? : 


as their name, and assert it to be their prerogative to wear it 
as their proper appellative and great patronymic in the house 


and kingdom of God; and with them do we ourselves also in 
these sentiments and feelings most heartily and devoutly 


concur, choosing for our name “‘Christian’” 
Observe, however, that while the above persons are con- 


~vinced of the entire groundlessness of the arguments ad-— 


duced in behalf of other words as a name, they believe it to 


be the prerogative of all the holy brethren to think for them- 


selves on this and on all other religious subjects; and while 


they themselves are prepared to listen to every thing that é 


might be reasonably urged either against their own views or 


in behalf of the views of others, they think, nevertheless, that. 


the present enquiry from the beginning has been conducted 
in a manner so little flattering to their expectations, wishes 
and feelings as to render it inexpedient to pursue it farther at 
future adjustment in love. | 

In accordance with this decision and with the above declara- 
tion of our views of the matter we pass over the last piece in 


the M. Harbinger without a. word in reply, and shall for the - 


present regard it as belonging to a former dispensation. May 
the Father of Mercies keep us from all man-invented names: 


may he preserve us from every thing that tends to produce 
schism and degrade us into the shape and semblance of a 
mere professing and stationary sect, and may we all by his 


kind care show by our life and behaviour that we are gem 
of his Son worthy of the name ‘‘Christian.” 


CLEANSING OF ‘THE SANCTUARY. 


Tf the Bible, the true Gospel, the true Name, the Ecclesias- 


tics of our religion, and the Perfection of character, are taken 


as the elements of a perfect reformation, then, as so many. 

grand,.chapters, they may be considered singly, and cultivated: 
in every-chureh gradual'y and successively. Perhaps we will 

ring our thought within the grasp of our reader’s mind by 


the follewing ¢>servation, viz: in some churches their study 
of the ible «° sels their attention to the evangelics of our 
religion the in others the attention of the orethren 


present, but to suspend the enquiry and leave it open for 
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to evangelics or gospel matters greatly transcends their care 


for ecclesiastics or church affairs, so that while they have 


additions and are ambitious of numbers they forget the ordi-_ 
nmances of reading, teaching, prayer and praise; and again 


~-some bodies of disciples are emulous of exactness in this de- 


partment and. forgetful of personal character, while many 
seem to have thrown themselves upon chance for a name and 
are perfectly regardless of the matter, being willing that their 
profession of the true religion should be labelled. with a false 
name or a true one as chance or whim maydirect. We will 
hazard another observation, of a more general nature, viz: » 


_thatif we take the whole reformation in its length and breadth, 


we shall find that the evangelical department is better under- 
stood because more cultivated, than the ecclesiastical depart-_ 
ments; and that of course our evangelists are more popular 
and better acquainted with their profession and thé nature of 
its duties, than the Bishops are with theirs. Now this ought 


~. not to be, and need no: to be, for the bishop’s office is a most 
venerable one in the christian church, and were Bishops and 
«the Bishop’s office attended to, and nourished and cherished as 
-are the Evangelists and their office we should soon see of our 


‘present materials as estimable forms of pastoral care and labor 


among them as we do of gospel labor among our Evangelists. 
_. Whatis wanted most of all ina godly Evangeiist is indus- 


try; he must be a working man, ‘do the work of an Evange- 


vlist,’”? as Paul says, which is carefully to show that Jesus is 
~Messiah; that the Messiah is the Son of God; that these two 


great propositions touching the rank and person of our de- 


liverer when taken together, form a third proposition which 
is fundamental in our religion; that this last is the creed of 
.. Christianity—the article of faith, the thing to be betieved in 


order to salvation. His descent, mission, ministry, trial, 


_ death, resurrection, ascension, advocacy, &c., must all he 
argued; and the Evangelist must especially: dwell on those 


themes that address themselves to the heart; as that God 


so loved the world as to give his only begotten Son, that who- 
ever believed in him might not perish but have eternal life, 
 Jeaving nothing unsaid that can affect the heart or illuminate 


The next care of the Evangelist is to watch the effect of all 
this upon the audience; to make a draught upon their faith; — 
and by an open confession of the truth to separate the dis- 
‘cipled, causing every holy woman of the sisterhood, and 
every pious man-in the brotherhood to labor in the gospel, 
Opening the blind eyes, unstopping the deaf ears, melting the 
hard heart, strengthening the feeble, healing the broken 


hearted, delivering the captive, setting at liberty the bruised, 
_ confirming the doubting, encouraging the timid, and warnin 


the ashamed, There-is, however, much of the work of the 


Lord that cannat be dane publicly and in the meeting house. 
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There are multitudes of cases that cannot be cndien but by 
special enquiry; some are diseased: in one way, some in ano- 


ther; and these can be come at in one of two ways, 
the word of the Lord. . : 


‘The next step to be taken by the Evingelipt, therefore, is 


Gither in find out the names and residences of those who are 


religiously affected by his preaching, an? visit them privately; 


or he must hold a religious levee at his lodgings every night | 
after preaching, or on nights when he has no preaching, cause | 


‘ing all the young converts to attend, that they may pray, sing 


j read, converse, This meeting all who have been 
impressed with the truth should be invited to attend. Meet- 


ings of this kind we have always found to be most profitable. 
‘They afford the laborer no ordinary advantage. Here he ean 
take up single and embarrassing cases and. handle them with 


allfreedom. Hither also persons will come to be introduced to 


-him, and the meeting ‘will furhish him with an acquaintanhee 
‘which could be obtained in no other way. All worldly for- 
mality should be laid aside; but the highest christian courtesy, 


- decorum and purity should be exercised, nothing forming a - 
subject or topic of conversation but religion. There is per- 


haps no meeting more prolific of convessions than this; and 
perhaps this wus the way the apostle Paul most frequently 


propagated our holy religion in the beginning, the people 


coming to him, as the scriptures say, ‘tin bisown hired house;” 
but if this is inconvenient or impracticable nothing is left for 
the Evangelist but to follow up iis audience from house to 


house, by accepting invitations, and seeking introductions in 


this manner, threading out the relations of those into which 
he is admitted’ with all possible care till their fathers and 
mothers, and sons and daughters, and friends and relations, 
and acquaintances are all ascertained and known, and the 


religious spirit is fairly established in the community. The 


of the Lord has then free course 1S by. the 
salvation of those who believe. 


The next thing to be done is to form the‘ new converts into | 


-achurch and to give them the ordinances. Or if they are to 


be added to an old eliurch, the evangelist should avail himself : 


of this happy occasion for setting in order the things which 
gre wanting; and while old and youtg are warm and melted 
into love, pour them ail with a full flow of fost into the mould 


of complete gospel order, 


Without labor of this kind ihe man can ever become an 


accomplished and eminent evangelist, And by labors of this : 
_ kind a man may, like the heroes of old, through faith, subdue : 


_ kingdoms with the true gospel of Christ! | 
Dearly beloved fellow evangelists, whither has fled: the 


“eal, the labor, the perseverance and unconquerable toil of the. 


primitive proclaimers of our salvation. Are they ministers of 
Vhrist, says Paul, I am more; in labors more abundant, in baie Aa 
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above measure, in.prisons more frequent, in deaths oft; of the 
Jews tive times received [ forty stripes save one; thrice was I 


beaten. with rods, once was I stoned, thrice | suffered ship- 


Wreck, a night and day have I been in the deep, in journey- 
ings often, in perils of ‘waters, in perils of robbers, in perils 


by mine own countrymen, in perils by the heathen, in perils 


‘in the city, in perils in the country, in perils in the sea, in — 
among talse brethren, in weariness and painfulness, 


Watchings often; in hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in | 
cold. and hakedness. Besides those. things that are without, 


_ that which cometh upon me dail ly—the care of all the churches, 3 


Gracivtie blessed Master, how has thy sr ork bee neglect= 


“ed! Oh restore to thy servants the spirit of thy primitive min- 


isters, and to name be the glory for ever. Amen, 


"CLEANSING OF THE SANCTUARY. 


NO. X. 
fi the last of Ezekiel, the prophet, there is a -iilea of the 


| building of the temple, and of the glory of the Lord; and of 


the waters that issued from under the thréshhold of the house, — 


fits measurement, the borders and the divisions of the land of 


Israel, the city, its gates, and its name. The-vision occupies 

the last eight chapters of sait book, and the yrowing anxiety 

which is felt for the return of the Jews now causes thisand other 
rtions of their prophets to be tead with more than tas at 
ntérest, 


May [ propound to you or your readerd a few queries on : 
this vision? | will venture to ‘do so. 


First —Has this propheeéy and John’s vision of the new 


Jerusalem the same signification? 


Second—W ill Ezekiel’s be fulfilled at the return 
the Jews to their land! 


Third—Or willit be accomplished onl y. at the second coming 
of Christ! 


Lastly—Was it fulfilled at the return of the Jews from 


~Babvio.? Swattiow. 


‘The above queries were sent to me long ago, and may per- 


haps to xome extent be bow answered by the tollowing from 
the ch. Mess., England. 


REsPEcTED Fereepé—That Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 


‘the living God, is a proposition admitted probably by all of you, | 
Some of you, perhaps, may have acquiesced in the truth o 


this us an hereditary tradition; that is, asa something which 


every body. before you has acknowledged, and therefore be- 


yond dizpute, Upon the same ground, Mohammedanism is 

upheld by tle O<manlis, Paganism by the Chinese, Romanism, | 

by the Papists, Provestantism by the British constitution, and 

Sectarianism - the population of England and these United 
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- States. But there. are others of you withgut doubt, who be- 
lieve this foundation corner truth, on the testimony: of the 


is«not my design at this. time to deScant upon the relative 


walue-of the confession of these two classes of professors. 
must be obvious to the obtusest and meanest intellect; for the © 


one is based upon popular faith, which is implicit, unreason- 
- ing, unthinking credulity; while the other is founded upon a 
_ diligent investigation of the testimony which God has given, 


My object in writing to you from this remotest. region, is‘ to. 


assist you -in adding to your “faith” courage and knowledge; 
- for even-in these times of ‘‘peace,”’ courage is especially need- 


ful to defend the capitol of the kingdom against that.innumera- 

~ ble host.of’sappers and miners—those charitable batallions of 
. the enemy—which the god of this world has marshalled, against — 
it. He cries ‘‘peace, peace,” when there is: no peace, but 
“sudden destruction at hand;- peace with. the non-naturalized, — 

js a false peace. It is a peace which ought not to be named 


law, the prophets, the psalms, and the apostolic writings. . It - 


in the camp of the true Israel; a peace Which ought.to be con- 


quered by the sword of the Spirit of God. Well, then, to — 


‘encourage the true believer, and to enlighten-the uninformed, 
is the ehd which F propose in the following lines. May you 
receive them in the spirit and love of trath. Amen. 

_ OF all. personages who have appearéd among men, Jesus is 
-assiiredly the most magnificent and illustrious. . When 1 read 


ue aaa such passages as these, | am astonished that men professing to — 


-believe the scriptures can find it in their hearts to subordinate 
‘his least commands to their own worldly or ecclesiastical con- 
eeits.. **Thou art the Son of the living God;”—*being in:the 


Similitude of God; esteemed it no robbery to be as God; hever- | 


theless he divested himself, assuming the appearance of ’a 
servant, being made in the likeness of men, God has exceed- 
ingly exalted him, and has bestowed on him a name which is 
“above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should 


_- bow, and every tongue confess that Jesus the Anointed is. 
‘Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” ‘He is the image of 


- the invisible God, the First-born of the whole creation. Be- 
cause by Him (as the Word before its incarnation) were 
created all things. And he is before all things, and by him all 
things consist.” .‘*God has spoken to us. by 8 Son, whom he 
has constituted Lord of all things; by whom (as the Word, see 
Gen, i-) he made the universe; who, being an effulgence of 
-his glory, and an- exact representation of his Character, and 
controlling all things by his own powerful word, sat down at 
the right hand of the Majesty on high, being exalted as far 


_ above the angels, as the title (Son) he has inherited is more ex- 


cellent than theirs.” It was this super-angelic personage 


whom John saw symbolically represented as.clothed ina long 


a “=. “pobe, and girded about tlie breasts with a golden girdle. His 


‘head, even his hairs, were white like wool, as white as snow;. 
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and his ‘were flame fire; and his feet like fing 


brass, when glowing in a furnace; and his voice as the voice 


of many waters; and out of his.mouth there went a sharp 


two-edged sword; and his countenance was as the sun when 


he shines in his strength.” Huiman language cannot express, 


the giorious attributes of Jesuss When-I reflect upon his 
dignity, how contemptible and mean are the brass-sounding 
and ‘inkling epithets bestowed on men. of renown, to exalt 


them in the estimation of an imbecile and marvelling multi-. 


tude! Lt is by Him mortal kings rule, and princes decree jus- 
tice. These are but dust and aslies,. while He is the King of 


Immortal Kings, the Lord. ‘of ever-living Lords, who, when 
the last blast of the seventh (‘he present) trumpet shall echo 


“through.the cardinal points of its heavens,” shall.come forth. . 


(from the: ‘chamber of like dew from the womb of the 


morning.’ 


To this Jesus, as the. Lite: Word, Jehovah said 


about 1000 years before he was born of Mary, **Thou art my 
Son, this day (of thy resurrection). have begotten thee:”’ and 
~ beeause he has rai-ed bim from the dead. incorruptible, he 
has-spoken thus to hinr by Isaiah, “1 will give you the sure 


-mércies of David’’; or as bishop Lowth renders it, gracious 
promises made to Dayid’’; and, my respected friends, where. 


are these promises recorded? I would, if you please, rivet 

‘your attention on this point, that you may increase in knowl- 

edge and faith concerning the destiny of Jehovah’s King. 
Cefiicn. then, that these gracious promises made to David 


are recorded just where they ought to be, in the life or biogra-. 


phy of that celebrated prince; and in the seventh chapter of 
- the second book of Samiel.. When God promises any thing to 


_ men, he invariably puts that promise on record, and that record 
one to which have and easy access. wish you to 


“ten; but if ie cannot do this, then, my friends, he assured that | 


the alleged promise is. a mere ereature of the man’s imagina- 
tion; and no oue ean possibly know any thing at all about it.— 
‘This remark will apply equally to the decrees of God as to-his 
promises. He has decreed many things; for he publishes edicts 


as well as every other sovereign ruler; and like them he places 
them’on- record, and eirculates them abundantly throughout 


every part of his dominions to which they have relation; but 
we-know what he has decreed only in so far as they are regis- 
‘tered in the statute book of his kingdom among men. Well, 


. God has-decreed that he-will give to the Witness, the Leader, | 
is the Law-giver of the nations, and to every one that thirsts; the 


promiscs which he graciously made to David. This decree is 
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-... Read, if you please, my friends, the chapter in Samuel al 
‘ready quoved; and allow me 10 observe, that as it stands in the 

- _ .foyal version-of the Scriptures; that is, in the translation ofthe | 
| origitai writings authorized by "*the Defender of the Faith” as 

itis'in antichrist, you can arrive at no definite understanding ~ 

“of the matier. I shall take-the liberty, therefore, of rejecting ~ 
the royal authority, which, you know, with us republicans of 
the States, is as imiponderabie as the thistle’s down; and. take 
the rendering of the chapter as given by our learned country- 
man, Dr. Adam Clarke, who, ihouzh ignorant of the gospel. of 
God, was-on a'l hands acknowledged to -be profoundly skiiled 
in the Hebrew, and its kindred languages of the east. Y 


“Phe history of the séventh ¢hapier, as presented to us by _ 
the translators -ard ‘adulators of “ihe Most High and Mighty 
Prince James,” informs us, that when the Lord made all 
— the enemies of David his footstool, that it came into his-heart | 
to build semple ‘for God to. dwell in; and: that Nathan, ~~ 
in a mowent of non-ipspiration, encouraged him to undertake 
the work. but this was not the mind of Jehovah; for David | 
had shed too much blood upon the earth to be permitted to 
build an edifice which was to be symbolical of the things of 
purity and peace. It was reserved to Solomon, the typical 
prince of peace, to erect such a building to his name. God, 
however, was well-pleased with his servant David for enter- 
_ taining the design, and therefore told hit» that He would build | .& 
him, David, a- house, and éstablisty the throne of his kingdom 
forever. That he would set up bis seed after him, and that 
if be (the seed) should commit iniquity, he should chasten him 
with the. rod of men, and with the stripes of the children of 
men. But that his mercy should not depart trom him as from 
Saul, and that his house, and kingdom, and throne should be* 
established for ever. ~ This communication took David by sure ~~~ 
_ prise, and caused him to exclaim, * Thou hist spoken of thy 
gervant’s house for a great whileto-come.” And is this the 
But according tothe rendering of Dr. Adam Clarke, the 10th, 
14th, and 19th verses read thus:—10th. ‘*Moreover, I have 
appoiuted a piace for my people Israel, and have planted them 
that they may dwelfin a place of their-own, and move no 
-moreé, neither da the children of wickedness afflict themany_ 
more, as before'time.”- 14th. *] will be his father, and he 
shatl-be my son. Even in his sufferins for iniquity will 
¢Chasten him with the red due to men, and with the strtpes due 
to the children. of Adam.”” **Thou ‘hast spoken’ (said 
Davis) of thy séreant’s house for a great while to come, 
- And this must be the law of the Adam (or of the man,) O Lord 


Gods” Parallel t6 verse’ 19 is 1 Chron. xvii. 17, which 
_ Doctor renders thus: “And thou hast regarded me according 
tothe order of the Adam that is future, or the man that is from 
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_ With this better translation, my friends, can you have any — 
doubt.to whom God referred when be said David, ‘I will set 
‘up thy seed after thee, which shall proceed out of thy boweis.” — 
Some do reply that Solomon, the son and successor of David, © 
is the person intended; and indeed David considered that a 
Teference was made to Solomon, forin 1 Chro. xxii. 11, in 
giving charge to his son, he says, **Prosper thou, and build 
‘the house (or temple) of the Lord thy God, as he hath said of 
thee.” But though this be granted, it can by no means be ad-. 
mitted that Solomon was the only personage, and the chief of 
the prophet Nathan’s message. “David himself did not think 
60, for he exclaimed, “Thou hast spoken of thy servant’s 
house tor a great while to come,” namely, ‘for ever,’’ verse 
16. Now, although ‘for ever’? in some passages means NO . 
more than for a human life-time, yet in this, such an inter- 
retation cannot be admitted, unless it be conceded that the 
ife-time is unending; and certainly it- cannot be reasonably 
coniended that the forty years of Solomon’s reign was either — 
great. while tocomeé,” or ‘*the establishing of David’s throne 
This. communfication. by Nathan can be no other than The 
law of the Adam’’—the edict concerning the ‘‘greater than 
: Soiomon,’? who should be the Son of God, and: to whom, in 
» the language of Isaiah quoted by Gabriel, ‘*the Lord God 
«Should give the throne of David his father: and who should 
reign Over the house of Jacob for ever; and of whose kingdom 
there should be no.end. Isaiah ix. 6,7; Luke i. 32. David, 
gratetul to God for his prosperity, coneluded that as he had built 
Bont, a palace of Cedar, he ought not to permit the shekinah. 
of his great Benefactor to dwell in-a-tent; and Jehovah, well- 
pleased at David’s rewwemberance of him, and solicitude for his. 
glory, declared that he wou'd make him a house more lasting 
- than Cedar,—a house or dynasty which should endure for ever. 
In order to this, then, he averred that he would. set up his 
seed atier his demise, and that he, (THE SEED,) should build. 
the temple for his name, and that the throne of His (the Seed’s) 
kingdom, should be established for ever. _ If thishad reference | 
to Solomon alone, then be it reniembered that the promise of 
God has failed; for, where now is Solomon's throne! Where. 
his kingdom? Where is David’s houset Solomon’s kingdom 
was in Palestine, and his throne in Jerusalem; but where for | 
the last eighteen centuries are either to be found?! and as. for 
‘David’s house or farfiily, they are lost in the dispersion of the — 
tribes of Israel, But if this were spoken of Solomon, as the — 
. type of the “greater than Solomon,” then ‘the gracious 
_ promises made to David«‘have yet to be fulfilled in the high | 
glorious destiny of Christ, the King of glory.”. 
Without doubt David-regarded this as the taw concerning 
the Christ, and that had graciously honored himas the. 
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angelic title of his Son. ‘I will be his Father,” said he by 
Nathan, ‘‘and He shall be my Son;’’ a title, by the way, namely, 
“the Son of God,” never applied to Solomon the king. In 
-eonfirmation of this, Peter says (Acts ii. 30) concerning David, 


_ . that he was a prophet, and knew that God had sworn with an 
oath to him, that of the fruit of his loinsaceording to the flesh, 
he would raise up the Christ to sit upon his (David’s) throne; 


well might David say then, ‘thou hast spoken of thy servant’s 
house for a great while tocome.” 
~ _ That these promises to David’ had reference to the Prince of 
Peace, is made still more certain by a character in the text 
already quoted. ‘I will be his Father and he shall be my 
--Son,”? and as applied by the apostle Paul in his letter to the 
“Hebrews, in that important, masterly,-and interesting epistle, 
-he affirms that.Messiah is made as much better, or exalted as 
. far above the angels or messengers of God, as the title, **Son,” 


which he has inherited, is more excellent or dignified than that. 


which they bear; and in’reasoning upon this, he 
asks the question of the reader:: “To which of the angels 
» did he at any time say (ashe said in prophecy by Nathan of the 
‘ peed) will be-his Father and he shall be my Son?” And, 


my friends, if God has never honored any of the angels, not 


even Michael or Gabriel themselves, with the name or title of 
‘Son, shall we affirm that the dignity was. conferred on the 


wise, but frail, Solomon, who ascended the throne of David ~ 


before his: days were fulfitled, and not *tafter’’-he -had slept 
. with his fatherst So you see that Paul understood this 
promise te David as having chief reference to Messiah, for he 
quotes from ita passage as proof that-God had conferred a title 
“on hisanointed which gave. him an equality of rank with 
Himself: well might. it be said another:place, ‘‘Let all the angels 


God worship him!” | - 


__ It is, then,.beyond cavil, that-Nathan spoke concerning the 
Son of God as the seed that God would set up after David;\now 
mark well the things which are spoken in relation to Hint, 
First, The Son of God-is to build a temple to the name of Jeho- 


_. vah, verse 13. Secondly, He was to suffer for iniquity. Third- 


ly, in suffering he was to be visited with chastisement and 
Stripes which were due not to himself but to the children of 
Adam, verse 14. Fourthly, He was to have a kingdom; and 

“ Fifthly, His throne when set up is thereafter to endure. for 
-_ The first proposition may, perhaps, stagger the incredulity 

of some of you. But, my friends, why is it not as competent 


forthe Son of God to build a temple on Moriah, as it was for 
him to drive the thieves out of his Father’s house, which they 

converted into aden? It is true that he must descend ~ 

from heaven to do it, but there is no greater marvel in this, 

_» than that he who was cradled in a manger should ‘ascend to 

-the right hand of the Majesty in the heavens. Ineredulity — 


/ 


‘ 
‘ 
= 
| 
. 
‘ tie 
‘ 


OF THE TRUE GOSPEL. 251 
apart, Jehovah has said that Messiah shall build atemple to his 


name, and he has minutely described the edifice, and placed 
the description on record. Ezekiel saw the builder, and in 
chap. xl. 3, portrays him as ‘‘a man whose appearance was as 
the appearance of brass,” which, by synedoche, identifies him © 
as the personage described by John, Rev. i. 15. Let it not be 
said that the temple described by Ezekiel has been erected. 
This is certainly not the case; for no temple has yet-existed, 
all of whose apartments have been Most Holy. The chambers 
~ of the temples which were-erected before and after the Baby- — 
_lonish captivity were’ Holy. and Most Holy; but the brazen- 
builder of this third temple said to Ezekiel,*‘This is the law 
of the House; upon the top of the mountain, the whole limit 
thereof round about shall be Most Holy.” 
The second and third things you freely admit: but as to the 


ingly dispute. His kingdom is to be’an everlasting kingdom, 


for ever,’? Psalm Ixviii. 16. Messiah is not upon his own 
throne, not upon his father David’s, but on the right hand of 
the celestial Majesty, where he is waiting ¢i// his enemies are 
subdued; that he may come and ‘*fcommence his reign.”’ Rev. 
xi. 17; N. Vers. If Messiah be upon his own throne, then 
let it be shown that David, his father, reigned in heaven at the 
right hand of God, and not upon Zion, in the city of Jerusalem. 
‘‘The Lord God,” said Gabriei, ‘shall give unto him the throne 
of David his father; and he shall reign over the house of Jacob 
—f—__ for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end.” Nowis . 
there any reasonable sense in which this has-been aecomplish- 
- edt History. testifies to the contrary; for the throne of David 
had no existence for ages, and+the-house of Jacob refuse 


tosubmit to his law. 


. nature and character of the fourth and fifth, men do exceed- 
and one which the God of heaven will himself setup. Hence 
it is termed the kingdom of heaven; and God has said by. 
Daniel, that it should be set up in the days of the ten kings or 
kingdoms. Now some imagined it was set up on the day of : 
Pentecost, but they skip over the strict construction of Daniel 
ih ii. 44, and read itas if written, ‘and in the day of the fourth 
a --~~king shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom which shall | 
never be destroyed.”? . Whereas, it says, ‘‘in the days of these 
kings,’”’ symbolized by the ten toes of Nebuchadnézzar’s image, 
which kings or kingdoms had no existence on the day of Pen- 
tecost, nor for centuries after; for they arose out of the ruins 
of the fourth or Roman empire. ~Now, my friends, has the 
God of heaven set up an indestructible kingdom since the day 
,~- Of Pentecost, and contemporary with the kings of modern 
Europe? If he have not, then this kingdom ot Messiah has 
yet to be established. Some think that He has his kingdom, 
and sits upon his throne; but it is altogether an illusion. His 
kingdom is a real visible dominion on earth, and the locality 
of his throne the hill of Zion, “ton which Jehovah will dwell 
\ 


J 
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| “We have, we trust, shown cone! lusively that as the. first ine 

_terview between the offending atid offended parties is to be a 
private one; and the second is to be between both of them, and: 
_ the witnesses, 50 the third ae br, is to. be petween all these 
and the chureh, 

The question which éecurs next: is, whether the affiir i is to 
terminate here? Is the sentence of the church to be final! or. 
is there am appeal from the church tosome higher tribunal! As. 
” for a higher tribunal than the church there is now none such on’ 
the earth. . But may we not appeal from the judgment of the 
church and tell our grievances to the churches? This would 
be to act not in conformity with the letter of the law, which 
says ‘‘tell it to the ‘shuren, not. churches—one elvareh, not: 

The word cbureh is used in scripture in. two senses, a pare 
anda ufiversal.. That is, it either specifies bro- 
therhood in a’single city,as. Jerusalem, Antioch, Ephesus, 
Corinth, Rome; or it signifies the whole body of Christ as con- 
sisting of the brotherhood every: where throughout the world. 
Wher, therefore, we are commauded to tell our grievances to 


the-cbureb it must mean one of these twothings, namely: tell) 


it to the church. in a ‘particular place or city, er-to the whole 
Bp - ot Christ scattered throughout the world: this last, how-. 
ever, is impossible. and, therefore, the first must be the thing 
intended by the Lawegiver: we must tell our grievances to the 
church of which we are niémbers, and if she err, other church- 
es.are not responsible to Christ for her errors, even as she is 
not responsible to Him for their errors. ; 

there no appeal. then from te church to the churobes! 
None whatever... Is it not be regretted that there is no such 
appeal wafranted by scripture! Notinthe least. On the cone 
trary it is greatly to be admired. First it establishes the perfect 
independence of the churches singly. Secondly it secures 
them against the confusion and innumerable quarrels whieh 
TMaust necessarily have arisen out of a contrary law, or the es- 
tablishment of a church of appeals, as a General. Assembly, 
Conference, Presbytery, Synod, Association, &c. &c. 

But is not the judgment of every chureh fallible? Yes; and 
wo is that of aay and every number of churches. Two or two 
thousand cyphers will never make a unit; and two or two 
thousand fallible churches will never make one infallible one. 
But certainly the Saviour intended to secure us in an infallible 
_. judgment when he ordered us to refer our cases to the church. 
~The Saviour has secured his church in infallible law; but his. 


_ infallible law and the erring judgment employed in the appli- 


Cation of it are very distinct. In the christian church the le- 
gislative and executive powers greatly differ i in regard to infal- 
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libility. Christ in making the law is infallible; the church both 
in judging ofand in, applying that law is fallible. It is possi- 
ble then that J, may be excluded from the church by her fallible 
and erring judgment, when longht to be. retained it! Yes; 
and it is possible also you, may be-retained in it, when you de- 
serve to be excluded. Man may creep both in and out con- 
But.is there not a case in point in the appeal made by, the 
church of Antioch to the church at Jerusalem? One church 
may, I opine, seek light from another on any subject, if she 
pleases to do.so. But this is quite a different case from that in 
which an individual or a number of individuals appeal in a 
case of discipline from one church to another,or which would 
be still more extraordinary from one church takensingly tothe 
same church taken in connexion with other churches. . | 
The case of the Antioch church was a question touching cir- 
cumcision, and not discipline. Neighboring churches could 
not have settled it: It required the iffallibility of the Apostles 
inspired by the Spirit of God to settle the matter in dispute, and 
the answer returned is accordingly sanctioned by this high au- 
thority, in the following words, viz. ‘*For it seemed good to 
the Holy Spirit and to us to lay upon you no greater burthen 
than these necessary things.’ | 
js But should the church to which I belong err in their judg- 
ment of my case, What then? You must bear it. But if feel- 
ing myself wronged I should apply for membership in the 
church at another place, city or village, what then? When 
you have been. separated from our body, or when you have me 
Separated yourself we are not responsible for your conduct; 
and, therefore, you are at liberty to make such application to 
another place as you feel the scripture and your own conscience 
warrant; and if another church reftise or reject you we are not 
responsible. She must look to herself and to her own affairs. 
The. churches may be compared in some points to the States - 
- composing the American Union, which are ali independent of 
each other, and yet connected through the general constitution. 
In the worship, order, discipline, finance, and marshaling of 
i affairs the ci:urches are each singly independent of each other: 
be Yet ina common constitution the New Covenant and the 
common cause they are one people. One body with many 
members. 
_ But, brother Senex, on this principle of receiving a member 
excluded from one church into another, I see this difficulty, 
viz. that both in the church on earth and the church in heaven : 
_ there may be filed respecting this member two opposite judg- 
ments, What then? I answer that this may also be done 
were one church to assume the prerogative of judging in the 
affairs of another; but more of thisagain. SENEX. 
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~ Mr. Jennyns, and after hin: Spurzheim, have observed that 
christianity commends not the virtue which we call patriotism. 
This may be a fact; but the Seriptures:certainly furnish us with 
examples of patriotism or the love of country of the highest 
order nevertheless. The mission of the Lord Jesus Christ was 
to his countrymen; and his personal ministrations confined to 
them exclusively. ‘*He came to his own and his own received 
him not.” Yet he wept over Jerusalem, and on one occa- 
sion poured out his soul and his patriotism at once in the fol- 
lowing inimitable strain, “*O Jerusalem! Jerusalem! if thou at 
least hadst but known in this thy day the things which belong 
to thy peace! but now are they hid from thine eyes.” 

When Paul was converted he went to Tarsus, his native city, 


where Barnabas found him, and thence brought him to An- 


tioch. But that he had a special feeling 1owards his erat 
and countrymen is most evident from his owh language: ‘ 


say the truth in Christ: I lie not, my conscience also sent | 


me witness in the Holy Spirit, that I have great heaviness an 
continual sorrow in my heart for my brethren, my kinsmen 


according to the flesh,” &c. | 


~~ The whole apostolic college indeed showed themselves pos- 
sessed of this feeling, for they gave Paul and Barnabas the right 
hand of fellowship that these two should go to the Gentiles, 


and the eleven themselves to the circumcision to their coun- 


The fact is, that there is no more incongruity between pa- 
triotic feelings for the salvation of our own countrymen and 


that of the men of all other countries, than there is between our 


Special affection for our own family and that which a good 
man cherishes for all other famities.. A Christian loves all the 
families of the earth, and especially his own; and he loves all 
the countries on earth, and especially his own; and he will dis- 
close this special affection for his countrymen by every good 
deed and by laboring to possess them of the great salvation.— 
In short it is to be regretied that every One is not possessed of 
patriotism. Some men’s love is confined to themselves; some 
men’s extends to their kin, and others to their country. 
Evangelists shew different degrees of patriotism, some of 


them are purely local in their feelings. others embrace a wider 
range, and some carry their state in their heart. We think we 


know one man who carries his state upon hisheart. It is not 


-__hhis relations merely, or his neighbor, or his county, but his 


state he feels for: he feels for the disenthralment of his native 
land. Oh! that every State in the Union had men in it with © 
such feelings! To save our tellow-citizens from sin and the 
second death is patriotism of the highest kind. 
We go then for that patriotism which would save its fellow 
citizens from eternal ruin, by shielding them ih the armor of 
all righteousness. W.S. 
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THE CHURCH OF THE LORD JESUS IN BALTIMORE. 
To all the Disciples of the Lord to whom this communication 
Dear Breturen:—Having been much misrepresented in the 
Harbinger of the month by certain factionists whom we had 
cut off from our body, as you will have seen; and knowing that 
brother Campbell will not be able to place our defence on his 
pages before the Ist of January, and being unwilling to remain 
that length of time, not only deprived of your kind considera- 
tion, but the object of your just indignation as we would de- 
serve to be if these charges were true, we hasten to lay before 
you astatement of facts, that you may, according to the direc- 
tion of our consmon Master, know both our accusers and our- 
selves, not by our profession but by our ‘‘deeds.”’ | 
Peace be with the brethren, and love and faith from God the 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. _ 
| | CHAS. FARQUHARSON, 
| | JOHN C. FRENCH, 
Baltimore, Nov. 16th, 1840. 
The pamphlet containing the above letter and the statement 
of facts referred to in it, came duly to our office in Carthage. 
The position which the church assumes in it is, as she observes, 
one strictly of self-defence, and the details, she adds, are given 
-**far more in sorrow than in anger.” The defence is firm, 
manly and conclusive. The pamphlet ends with the follow- 
ing words to the Harbinger, ‘*We look to you, sir, to do us the 
earliest justice in your power, by placing our defence upon 
your pages, that the antidote may have a circulation co-exten- 
sive with the poison. We shall also furnish a copy forthwith 
The pamphlet adopted without a dissenting voice by the 
church, is signed by the Elders. | 


ELDERS, 


Salem, Mass. Nov. 10, 1840. 


Mr. Watter Scort: 
Dear Brother,—The object of this communication is not 
only to give you, if possible, some account of the real state of | 
the reformation in New England, but also to solicit your bene- 
volent aid in an effort now being made to publish a religious 
newspaper to plead for primitive ehristianity. 
_ , Brother Comings, for more than two years past, has stemmed 
the strong current of persecuting opposition raised against him 
by the leaders of pretended reformation by the cry of nospirit, 
water regeneration, &c, single-handed and alone, Brother 
Comings can however now reckon among his friends not only 
churehes but. many of his speaking brethren. Many of the 
christian brethren are wishing and laborjng to the best of their 
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knowledge for a better state of things—desiring to ledve their 


Speculations and embrace christianity in its primitive simplicity 


and purity. Others, though friendly, seem to 1egard brother 


. Of these ministers who are friendly but few dare to take a 
decided stand. Indeed, 1 know of but one who has done so. 
Yet.it is very evident many others know too much of the truth 
to stand long. in. their present position. 
_. Brother Comings has succeeded in establishing a small con- 
gregation in this.city who regularly, not only commemorate the 
resurrection of the Messiah, but his death also. Brother C. has 
immersed a number of these members the present summer.— 
Of the churches of the Christian connexion in general altho’ 
they have thrown away their written creeds, they have failed 
to carry out their first principles, (bible alone. ) : 
Now it is well known that these one-sided papers and those 
connected with them, are iaboring with all their might to pre- 
judice the churches and the people, intending to destroy the 
influence which our brethren of the west. and southwest might 
otherwise have; yet they declare that they will have no eon- 
troversy on the subject. But they evidently mean that the 
people shall have only oneside. Yes, these pretended cham- 
pions of reformation who care more for party than truth, and 
more for self than party, suppose that they have succeeded in 
driving the nail; and now bv shutting oat all fair investigation 
they mean to clinch it. Now I appeal to the brethren of the 
west and southwest and I ask, Shall this be done? I doit, feel- 
ing confident that every true hearted disciple, (and I believe 
they are,) will answer VO. 
I make this appeal with reference to brother Comings’ re- 
quest (see prospectus) and would add that although itis feared 
the number is small who will give aid to such a work in the | 


onset, yet | am fully confident that when the eed shall be- 
i 


come established it will be armply sustained in New England, 
and I can assure you that brother Comings is well calculated 
both in respect to ability and acquirements to gain a hearing 
from and sustain the confidence of the people here, and I feel 


confident, notwithstanding the able publieations now in the 


field, that this paper will be a most valuable and interesting 
one to the disciples. Those who are not acquainted in New 
England can hardly conceive how much there is to be accom- 
plished here through the press. And judging from the pre-— 
sent state of things,'never in my humble opinion was the pub- 
lication of such a paper as is proposed more needed: and I think » 
there cannot be found a field for more successful labor south 
or west. Will the brethren in your parts lend us their aid and 

thus secure the advancement of truth? 
Yours for truth and righteousness, 
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Dear Brotuer Scorr:—It appears to be unnecessary to send 
blank paper, I shall therefore add a few more things. We 


_ have instituted what we call a Bible class in our neighborhood, 
~ but there are but few that take a part with us init. Wecom- 


mence by singing and vrayer; it is held every Lord’s day from 
ten to twelve o'clock. We select a passage of scripture one 
day on which we discourse the next in a conversational way, 
and generally note the references upon passages that ,we think 
have a bearing on the passage in discussion, which I think 
will be profitable if rightly attended to. I intend bringing 
into discussion, Luke xxiv. 47, 48, which if rightly investi- 
gated willshow how repentance and -remission of sins were 
preached in Jerusalem, and to show that the same should*be 
preached all over the world, can be very easily done by refer- 
ring to Christ’s commandments to the Apostles, which are 
legibly written in living characters in the New Testament. 


- Because they were to begin at Jerusalem, then Judea, then 


Samaria, then to the uttermost parts of the earth. Well Peter 
spake as the spirit gave him utterance, and no doubt he spake | 
the truth, the same truth that should be preached in Jerusalem, 
Judea, Samaria, and to the uttermost “parts of the earth, and 
as we live on the same earth that Jerusalem is on we claim to— 
have aright to the same gospel, and not only so, to the same 
mode of having it preached, Protestanism to the contrary not- 

But says Jesus if the truth shall make you free you shall be 
free indeed. Now may grace, mercy and peace attend all 
those who love our God and Father, and our Lord Jesus Christ, 
to whom be the glory forever. Amen. JosHua WRIGHT. 

St. Mary’s, Ohio. | 

Brother Wright persevere; you will have a church in St. 
Mary’s shortly; be steadfast and the Lord will reward you. 


Iron’s Creek, Overton co. Ten., Oct. 19th, 1840. 


On Saturday 3d November, brother John Smith held a three 
days meeting at this place, obtained 20 additions to the good 
cause. | 

Bro. G. W. H. Smith a young brother from Kentucky, and 
one that has just entered the field, came in near the close and 
continued the meeting two days, enlisted 29 in the cause of 
the Lord; we had a warm and happy meeting, all in the neigh- 


- borhood nearly haye obeyed the gospel. 


Brother Smith left after two days and visited Ashburn’s 


-Creek, four miles distant; spoke on Thursday night, one more 
made the good confession; he being unwell rested until Lord’s 


day, obtained thirteen that evening, four the next day with the 

assistance of brother John Emmerson, being then confined to 

his room ‘for two or three days, the meeting was put off until 
— 
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Friday night; the weather being unfavorable, but few attended, 


one more confession, which made 19 at Ashburn’s Creek, 48 
under the labors of our young brother—68 in all within the 


course of eight or ten days, we have about 200 members in ~ 


the two congregations, we bless the Lord for his kindness and 
goodness. — J. M. Turner, Elder of Iron Creek church. 


Georgetown, Nov. 19th, 1840. 

Dear Broruer Scott,—I have been laboring at Paris and 
Providence the last two weeks. The fruits of our labors at 
Paris were eleven additions, and at Providence nine, making 
twenty in all. The prospects were fine at both places for 


many more. Now is the time to labor in this good cause. | 
Oh! Lord, we pray for more laborers to enter the harvest field. 


May the Lord bless you. —  Affectionately, 

N. B. I shall most certainly be at North Middleton, the 

Lord willing. Ihave not heard from Paris since I saw you at 


brother Gano’s.* Brother Gano obtained two in this place and 


three at Stamping Ground, while I-was at Providence. He 


obtained Dr. Barlow of this place, although he had been a 
Catholic fortwelve vears. It was a great acquisition as all are 
compelled to acknowledge. | J. T. J. 


Extract of a letter from Dr. Winans. 
It does seem to me that the whole dispute about the two 
names ‘‘ Disciples” and **Christians”’ has been a dispute about 
nothing, for if any be called Christians, they must of necessity 


be disciples of Christ; no others can properly be so called. 


As it regards Christian being given by God himself,—Query 


 —Was there ever a church on earth the whole of whom were 


truly Christians? If not, did God call them that which they 
were not? | | | 
Brother Scott, we earnestly desire to see and hear you again: 
we know of no man. whocan do more good-among us than 
yourself, and are in need of help. Peace be with you and 
yours. M. Wrnans, 
Answer. 
_ My dear Doctor:—Health and peace. Yow set too high an 


estimate upon my feeble powers: the Lord grant me to see you . 


and the beloved brethren with you at an early date. Touching 
the Name, I print your query, and appreciate your excellent 
judgment in all things, but must go for the name ‘Christian’ 
as our general name, and disciple as a particular one. Some 
of the brethren who read this will perhaps answer you, but you 
will excuse me for the present. I have been eight weeks in 
Kentucky. Peace totheeand thine. = 
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The Rev. N. L. Rice, editor of the Protestant and Herald, in 
his paper of the 12th instant, says of the Journal of Christianity 
that itis a Campbellile paper. ais | 
As the world is fast coming to the full knowledge that 
‘names are things, and when party names, that they are most 
potent things,’ will you be so kind as to let me say a few 
things on the subject of names! And first, can we follow 
Christ without being the w/e of some man? or can we be chris- 
- tians without belonging to some one of the isms of the day? 
Iam persuaded that the isms of the day are a réproach to those 
who adopt them, and he that gives them when they. are dis- 
claimed violates the expresslaw of Christ. He speaks evil of 
his brother, and is accounted as arailer or reviler, and placed 
along with haters of God, and those who have no lot in the 
kingdom of heaven. 

When we take the-word of God alone for our rule of faith 
and practice, I do not see how we can call ourselves or the 
church of God by any name not found in the Bible, and it 
seems to me that every departure from the book would place 
us under the rebuke that the Lord gave Peter, in the 16th 
ehapter and 23d verse of Matthew. Christ alone had the 
right to name his people and his church. And when chris- 

tians want to please God in all things, they will feel themselves 
as much slandered in being called by any man’s name as they. 
would in being called a thief, a fornicator, or a drunkard. If 
the editor.of the P, & H. is correct in thus designating your 


paper, you will please strike my name from your list, forl am | 


determined to call no manon eatth my Master, nor wiil I 
encourage in others what the Bible does not teach. Oh, that. 
christians would come toa pure speech and hold fast the form 
of sound words. Brother Field what do you say? | 
Yours in the hope of a blessed immortality, 
James PomMEROY. 

We perfectly agree with brother Pomeroy in the views he 
has expressed in the above letter. We look upon itas offering 
an-insult to God, after having been baprized into the name of 
Christ, made members of his family and received the adoption 
of sons, tocall ourselves by any other name than his. ; 

i Journal of Christianity. 


BELovED Brotuer,—I take up my pen to address you once 
more. Since my last [ have been made to revolve many things 
in my mind. The year is about expiring, and the time for the 
rights of editors is fully come. I have long been a reader of 
the reformation periodicals, and although I have not been a 
subscriber since the publication of the first number on reform, 
yet either by subscription or purchase the literature of our 
brethren and community is ina great measure before me. But 
while [ have made out to-keep up with our editors it is with some 
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regret, I have to confess, that my readings have been of a 
journals, say mechanics and philosophy. 

I ventured on a former occasion to present-to you in an 
imperfect manner, my views of certain important points, as 
‘‘sects among Christians,” ‘sheresy,” ‘‘Our Name,” &c., an 
although I am in no manner inspired with a rage for writing, 
yet impelled occasionally by the charm which religion throws 


description very different from those found in the reformation 


over my own feelings, to transfer my thoughts to the pages of 


my Note or Scrap Book, I shall be happy from time to time as 
Opportunity affords, to place them in this manner at your 

lam not vain enough, however, to promise to your readers, 
that [ shall reveal to them the Philosopher’s Stone of Van- 
Helmont, Tully, Bacon, and Albertus Magnus, or the univer- — 
sal medicine of the Alchymists and Paracelsus. J have bur- 
rowed litt!e in the Subterranea of Beecher, or the chemics of 
Homberg, Geoffry-and Lemery. I would prefer being con- 
sidered one of your readers rather. than your writers; or at 
most a humble contributor toa work which has not unfre- 
quently charmed me from the pursuit of a kind of knowledge 
not half so profitable, either to the head or heart, as that in 
which our reformation trafficks. | 

At the same time, however, I choose not that-you should 


Yregard me as your man Friday—a creature to be found every 


where and necessary in all other romances as well as in that 
of Robinson Crusoe. In errantry and arrantry there must be 
Fridays, Squires, and Sanchos; but they are employed, how- 
ever, only where solid realities are awanting to fill up the plot 


bring about the catastrophe. 


Though it be a pleasant pastime to trace on the page of his- 
tory the march of mind and the. progress of science; though 
verily itis refreshing to the sou! to watch the advances of 
society, and the clreumambulations of the arts and sciences 
in their perigiinations from Assyria to Egypt, from Egypt to 
Greece, and trom Greece to Rome, and from Rome ancient to > 
Rome modern; though it be impressive and striking to behold 
the Entities and Quidities of the dark ages receding before the 
beathing effulgence of the Baconian method; and the chrys- 
talline spheres, the primum mobile, and epicycles of the sage of 
Peluseum with the eccentries, defferents, and other sublime 
but clumsy apparatus of Des Cartes breaking down under the 
gravitating influence of Newton and the philosopher of Thorn, 
yet there is a philosophy that lies nearest the home of Chris- 
tians—nearer to their hearts than all this, that is the philosophy 
of brotherly loye. | 

But, sir, we are become a widespread people, and it would 


be unparalleled in history. were there not among us- persons 


unable to appreciate the virtue of brotherly love, persons to 
s0W discord, to invade private character, and public right, and 
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with the tread of the mastadon trample under foot fact itself. 
I am more and more convinced that the best philosophy is a 
good life’ Human wisdom in many i:stances is great, but all 
who fol'ow it are taken in their own devices; the wisdom that 
cometh from above is pure and peaceable, yentle and easy to 
be entreated, full of good works, without partiality, without 
hypocrisy. O. R. 


Dundee, July 17, 1840.- 


-. My Betovep Broraer,—It is now about six months since 1 
first lifted up my pen to open a communication with the editor 
ofthe Christian Messenger, but for various reasons, after further 
| considering the subject | determined, at least for a time, to 
remain silent. Ist. You was an entire stranger to me, and 
although embarked in a cause which of all others I love, be- 
cause the most holy, glorious, ennobling, and honorable, both 
to God and man, which can possibly come within range of 
intellectual recognition—the restoration of pure and practical 
religion as discovered on the bright page of the DIVINE REVE- 
LATION; yet as hundreds had professed all this hundreds of 
times before, and had been found inthe end wanting, I thought 
it advisable to just wait @ wee, and consider. 2d. I have but 
just emerged from the darkness and confusion of the captivity 
myself, and notwithstanding every effort on my part to act the 
most consistent part, and say the most consistent things, I | 
often felt, either from the brilliancy and super-glory of the 
truth being too much for my newly-opened eyes to bear, or 
from the remaining darkness in, and opacity of, my mind, that 
the prow of the reformation, of which, as far as regards 
Dundee, I had taken the wheel, was often well nigh stranded, 
or within the breakers, ere I was aware, in consequence of my 
unskilful steering; therefore, I judged it better to apply hard 
to the Book before committing myself to the pages of the 
Fifteen years ago I was converted to Methodism, while 1 was 
a boy in my teens. Ten of the first of these years I spent in 
exile in the midst of Calvinian death; the last five 1 have spent 
in searching after the truth. I thought on the rise of the 
(Christian society in L pool, that I had found her, but I 
was deceived. I was called to Scotland by an Independent 
church in 1837, and I thought if I had her not here, I could 
institute measures for effecting a living exhibition of primitive 
Christianity, with three hundred members, and a goodly pro- 
miscuous congregation. I commenced with all my strength, 
_physical, moral, and intellectual, to make this mass what I 
anxiously longed and earnestly pole: for—a habitation for 
the Lord of hosts to dwell in. I urged the promises of the 
gospel; I denounced the dreadful daom of the damned spirit 
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in very vengeance, and often till my audience quaked again, 
but in vain. Yes! brother ———— in vain; and is it matser of 
wonder? No! no! it was the*creature opposing the world, 
the flesh, and the devil; and worse, far worse, it was propos- 
ing to do God’s own work other than in God’s own way, and 


therefore it never could and never can succeed, 


_- In the month of August, I think last year, I was delivering 
lectures from the Ist Epistle of John. I had arrived at the 
5th chap. 8th verse, when [ was brought to a dead stand. I 
began first to wonder; to examine other portions of the word 
carefully; to start; to hesitate; to calculate consequences. On 
one side was my repuiation; the epithets which would be cast 
on me by the chureh,—by the whole Christian .communtly; 
by the world; the certain reverse of my circumstances; there 
stood my wite, dear to me as my very soul; six helpless lambs, 
my children, equally dear, &c., &c.; on the other stood the 
smile and frown of the Judge at the impartial bar; Jesus who 
died for me.and .rose again, who was even now sympathizing 
with and pleading for me a poor worm of the earth in the very 
actof rebelliously counsel'ing with flesh and blood, after hav- 
ing professed and sworn to follow Him to the death, if required. 
‘Eternity! bliss—woe. What could [ do? [ would sell all— 
risk all—hate all. I would, and blessed be his holy name, I 
have to the utmost of my feeble power, followed Him; neither 
do I regret the act. 1 was baptized; broke up the church; 


formed another on the basis of the New Testament; reared my 


Voice against every sectarian innovation; and as my reward, 
obtained. the ill-will of every sectarian man and community. 


No matter; our efforts already have been crowned with, far 


more than expected success, having risen from twenty-one at 
first immersed, to one hundred and ten, our present number, 
Within a few months, bine 3 
_ Isthe work finished, then,do you ask? No. God forbid it 
should, while one sinner or s¢ctarian remains a living blot on 
this fair earth, and is within thereach of merey. My Saviour 
Says it need not be; and woe to that base man who would lay 
down the arms of omnipotent power, till with his back to the 
field and with his face to the foe, his Master translate the dyin 
Warrior to giory, from his death bed ot fame. ~ No, belove 
brother, the war is only commenced—scarcely indeed com- 
menced. I expect to see, if llive only a few years, the 
clouds ef death and supineness, in which the professing chris- 
tian world has been wrapped, pass for ever away: to see every 


bow bent against the foe; the lovers of Jesus and the souls of 


men doing all by their prayers, their means, and their pro- 
claimers, to increase the numberof the redeemed. Even now 


IT am ashamed of the reformers themselves. They could, if it 


_ was not forthe cursed love of gold, have had by this. time laid 


prostrate at the cross of our dear Lord, many a soul, who is yet 


Qn his way to the mansion of death and hell. Jt is not merely 
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getting right views that isto do the work. We may know the 
truth with clearness of an archangel, and‘onty inhance our 
crimes and our punishments thereby. Gold is only truly valua- 
ble when in circulation. The speculatist knows this, and we 
ought to learn a lesson from him. Paul'would. The pure gold 
of the gospel must be circulated. Men willing to devote tltem- 
selves to God’s own work must be found, if any such there be; 
and these must be sent by the churches, to proclaim to dying 
sinners the way of salvation; otherwise our efforts at reforma- 
tion are alla farce. I have lived since I began to walk in-the 
good old way on the poorest of fare, and t0 have my family; 
and I am willing and thankfui to co 80, and more, for the cause 
| of Him, who, being the brightness of the Father’s glory, gave 
sup all, and spilt his most precious blood for me and all mankind. 
O that we may be faithful only a little, little longer, and the 
will come the time when rewards will be distributed! 
In the hope of immortal life, yours affectionately, = 
Ch. Mess., Eng. : 


CarTHaGE.—The brethren in this church are and have been 
for some time past in circumstances of great spiritual comfort. 
During the fall they have been visited by brethren Burnet, 
Challen, Jameson, Rude, Barnes and Rickets. Brother Rickets 
was lately laboring in Cincinnati, twenty persons had obeyed | 
the gospel, and the impression made by this estimable brother 
seems to have been during this as during former visits to that | 
city, of the most desirable nature. He honored Carthage aleo 
with a visit and plead.the points introduced with great variety, 
beauty, Sincerity, urgency and devotedness. 


TO THE FRIENDS OF PRIMITIVE CHRISTIANITY. 
ett The subscriber, by the request of various friends and advo- 
cates of primitive christianity, proposes to publish in this city, 
(Salem, Mass.) asemi-monthly religious newspaper, to be called 
'ne Genius oF CuRISTIANITY; to be devoted to the christian re- 
ligion in its primitive order, purity and unity, without respect 

or deference to the will of existing religious parties or sects. 
~ The Genius of Christianity will maintain that in the authority 
of the teachings of Jesus and his Apostles, and by their exam- 
ple, is laid the true and only foundation of christian union, 
= church order or christian assurance:—That the existence of 
party strife among religionists is proof that the elements of the 
Striving parties are not of Christ:—That the spirit of free but 

humble investigation is indispensable to the knowledge of - 

christianity, distinct from the customs and traditions of men, 
which have made the word of God of no effect; and, that the 
christian religion in its primitive order, unity and purity 18 in- 
dispensably necessary to make men what God designed that 
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they should; be. It will be open to aii resp@ciable persons for 
the free discussion. of religious differcaves. 
It: will pay particalariattention to the Evidences of the divine 
authenticity of the christian religion—contend for the supre- 
macy of thé Word of:God over all traditions, speculations or 
customs of men, asa rule of faith and practice—plead for ‘‘ihe 
perfecting of che saints,” and‘endeavor to show that every plan 
or theor; of Union, Perfection; Sanctification, Non-resistance, 
Anti-sectarianism, Universal reformation, Religious liberality, 
&c. other, than Christianity as it came fram jts founder and 
was demonstrated in the lives, practices and precepts of Jesus 
anc his Apostles, is a spirit of enmity to God and worthy of 
., Twenty-four numbers to constitute a volume, at one dollar 
inadvance. If not paid within three months, one dollar and 
twenty-five cents per volume. 
_ Any person who will forward five dollars in advance shall be 
entitled to six copies to subscribers, and in the same ratio for 
$10, 15, 20, &c. 
No money to be sent till the first number is issued. Tocom-. 
mence as soon as sufficient encouragement is received. __ 
All letters, communications, &c. relative to The Genius of 
‘Christianity, to be addressed (post paid) to A. G. Comines, Sa- 
lem, Mass. | | 


Request.— Dear Friends,—It is feared that the number in 
this part of the country will be very small, who will be found 
ready to give aid to this workin-the onset. Nothing short of 

the most vigorous action of every friend.of primitive christian- 

ity, who feels a true interest in the religion of the Messiah, 
whether residing near or distant, can secure the publication of 
such a paper as is proposed; and-yet the importance of it is 
incalculable at the present time. Can you not gain encourage- 
ment for the progress of the object by obtaining subseribers or 
voluntary offerings of benevolence. ts 

Yours, for Chris:’s sake, A. G. Communes. 
Salem, Mass. Oct. 22, 1840. 

- Will our brethren please extend their aid to brother Comings: 
he is highly spoken of as an excellent man and successful 
minister of Jesus Christ. He has made a commencement in 
Salem, Mass. and has a great deal to contend with. Do, pray 
my brethren, help him. See brother Moody’s letter. W.S.. 


_ To Susscrizers.—To those subscribers who have lately 
given us their names we are obliged to say- that the first two 
numbers of our volume for this year have run out. Our list ¢ 

subscribers has unexpectedly gone beyond the 
a printed. We will, therefore, enter their names Jor 
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Lawrenceburgh, Ja. pd $'; Nelson Hollan’, Cin. O. pd 


Gar pd vol Joh M. Holton, Minerya pil 1840, (seo. McC learys. 


Gregor, Daston O. pd EL 


Jahn Hull, ile; O, pd 1840; Sam!, Robina, (agt.) 


Joshua D. Wright, of St. Mary’sy Mercer co. O.; Benj. Hosey, William 


“Berry, Mitlersburgh, pd 1840; O. T. Major, Frankfort Ky. pd 2,995 


RECEIPTS. 
Tisdal, Cynthiana, Harrison co. Ky. pd 1849; J. M. Matthews, 
Bioomington, [a. pd 184); Mhonas M. Healey, W alkertan, King and 
(Yueen co. Va. pd 1839-49; John Rich, Ky +. 
ell, 

Robt.» 


Lowisvitle Ky. pd for Aaron Lane, Mt. Healthy pd. 
Thos. BL fall, Robt. McCleary and Hugh McCleary, 
Mercer co. Pa. pd 1849; sister Tubman, Augusta pd $2 for 183! 
Kern:, Paris Ky. pd 1840; brother Casad--and David vs 
Biker Johnson, Dr. M, Pe 
dleton, Joseph Pendleton and Edmund Pendteton, Cuckooville, Loui 
co. Va. pd Alexander ‘Phompson’s Cross Ronds Va. pa 


1840; Perry. Layton, Mount Gilead, Mason co. Ky. pd 1849; 


gustus Dapuv, New Castle, Xy. pd 184i): Guy Wyman, North Perry 
pd 1829-4; J. A. For B. & J. Woodward, Burton, Geauga co, O 
pd 1840; Z. Warren and Z. King, Chardon O, nd 1. Dowling ane 
) 
Portage pd 2,4); Jesiah Fobes, O. pd ‘819: William Rey- 
nolds, Milton, W: neneco. la, pd or Michael Millar, Rob. Weish, B. 
S. Lack: nad, Joha Millar, Joseph A. Sweney and Eli Rose, pd for 184, 
Jeffarson eo. Joseph Brown, Milford vd for 


ville, Brie co, N.Y pd for W, Carrell. and self; brother Sandige, Mags 
tick, Mason co. pd $4; Hetty Jameson, Mavelick, Mason co 


Ss. Helm, Shelbyville, S. Porter and Lindsey ‘Thomas, 
Q. Shelby co. pd IB bother Thomas, Clear Creek, Ky. paid 1,99; 
Joel Yager, pd 1849, Henshel, 29 and 49, A. Evans, pd 40, 
“AL pd 41. George Pinnetl pd 29. John pd 39, 49, 
Wilhoite od 29, Benjamin Clore pd §°, Thomas Yager, all of Browns- — 
bore, Jefferson co. Ky.; Nelson Holand, Cincinnati, pd g!; brother 
‘Pool, M1. ‘Healthy, Hamilton county, Q. pd Aaron Lane, pd 
“1849, Robert Gardner, pd John D. Holton, pd $1, Dr. Crambacker, 
Wueeling, Va.; Johnston Skinner, Indiana, paid 1839-40, 
Samuel ‘Turner and John Johnson, Noblestown, Washington co. Pa. 
pi Joseph Collier and John Collier, Millersburzh, Ky. pd J 
Wim Musgrove, Mavslick, Mason pd $2,90; J. Wassen, J.S. Nichole, [Pg 
Thomas tl. Stoat, Dr. N. Kivans, Benj. Emerson, Leesborgh, Bourbon 4 
co. Ky. pd vol. 8; Ricuard Taylor, Millersburgh, pd 1840, 


The Athanaum of. Brother Burnet. will re-apen on the Ist Monday of | 


January, Is4l, During last session the sehool was favored with nearly }} 
its compliment of pupils. 


Brethren please settle all arrenrages. Those who have on hand mo- 
neys for Hymn Books will please forward it, Let allour letrers and papers 
in tatare be addresced. post paid to Carthage, Hamilton Co., Ohio; forget 
not w bat Liamilton Co. in the address, Scorr. 


Ww enwe an apology for the delay of our present numbers, the brethren 
will lease accept for this, our absence in Kentucky; 


% 
af 
+ 
| 
4 
; 
| 
~ 
4 
1 
ly ~ 
~ 
P 
4 
\ 
| 
4 
we 
| 
4 
F 
4 + 
: 
£ 
& 
a 
4 
4 
ay 
2 3 2 
{ 
A 


